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Greenwich
Village be-
tween Fifth
and Sixth
74 Aves. was the stuff of leg-
ends. In the early 1960s, Bob
~ Dylan met Allen Ginsberg at
Eighth St. Books. Jack Kerouac
hung out in local coffee shops. In
the 1930s, Gertrude Whitney es-
tablished the Whitney Museum of
American Art in a pale pink build-
ing where an art school resides
today. Jimi Hendrix later lived in a
two-bedroom glass cottage tucked
behind a building. It’s like a Zen
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garden back there. In the 1970s,
hippies from Washington Square
Park begging for pennies added to
authentic Village cool.

Still, the famous street with
more potential than any other
thoroughfare below 14th St. has
for years remained under-retailed
with head shops, shoe stores and
boutiques selling what some call
“stripper clothes.”

Recently, upgrades to micro-
sections indicate what’s to come
asreal estate forces, business
owners and local leaders look to
transform the street into one of
downtown’s most creative mom-
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and-pop-based thoroughfares.

In the past six months, a bakery
owned by friends from Gambia, a
textile store with weaving classes
owned by twentysomethings from
Brooklyn, and a store selling jugs
of microbeers called Growler Sta-
tion have come to one stretch join-
ing a downstairs wine bar restau-
rant and upscale hair salon owned
by a Japanese stylist.

The Portland-founded coffee
shop Stumptown, a hit in the Ace
Hotel on Broadway, will complete
the corner when it opensina
1,600-square-foot space on Eighth
and MacDougal Sts. It re-
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With bakeries and textile stores,
Eighth St. is for families, tog

—
places a print-cartridge shop, deli
and clothing boutique that moved
to Brooklyn.

Buchbinder & Warren, one
of New York’s most low-key but
influential family-run real estate
companies, manages and owns that
invigorated stretch. Norman Buch-
binder, a founding partner now
deceased, helped found in 1993
the Village Alliance, the not-for-
profit local business improvement
district. Buchbinder dreamed of a
New York where opportunity was
around every corner.

“New York was about the
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